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Press release 

Essen, June 10, 2020 

Doreen Nowotne elected Supervisory Board Chairperson of 

Brenntag AG / General Shareholders’ Meeting passes 

resolution on conversion to SE  

In its constituent meeting on June 10, the Supervisory Board of Brenntag AG 

unanimously elected Doreen Nowotne (47) as its new Chairperson. Nowotne 

will be taking over from Stefan Zuschke (57), who has chaired the Supervisory 

Board since March 2010 and who resigned at his own request from Brenntag 

AG’s Supervisory Board as of the end of the General Shareholders’ Meeting 

earlier today.  

On being elected Supervisory Board Chairperson, Doreen Nowotne stated: “I 

would like to thank my fellow Board members for the confidence that was 

shown towards me and look forward to this new challenge. At the same time 

and on behalf of the entire Supervisory Board, I would like to thank Stefan 

Zuschke for all that he has done for Brenntag. He supported the Board of 

Management with prudence and commitment and played a key role in the very 

successful development of the company, from Brenntag's IPO in 2010 to its 

current position as global market leader in chemical distribution.” 

Stefan Zuschke also commented: “I would like to congratulate Doreen Nowotne 

on her election as Supervisory Board Chairperson. Particularly under the 

current challenging circumstances, the company has demonstrated its solid 

position and fundamental strength. >Project Brenntag<, which was initiated by 

our new CEO Christian Kohlpaintner, also points in the right direction. This is a 

good time to pass on responsibility to a new Supervisory Board Chairperson.” 

Supervisory Board members Stefanie Berlinger, Dr. Andreas Rittstieg and 

Doreen Nowotne were re-elected by a large majority, while Richard Ridinger 

was elected to the Supervisory Board for the first time.  
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In addition, shareholders at the General Shareholders’ Meeting resolved to 

convert Brenntag AG to the legal form SE (Societas Europaea, meaning 

European company). The corresponding agenda item was passed with 99.87 

percent of the voting capital in attendance in favor. Brenntag sees the SE legal 

form as fitting best with its modern corporate culture. People from more than 

100 nations work at Brenntag, around 90 percent outside Germany. The 

conversion stands for the global outlook and identity of the Brenntag Group. By 

converting to the SE legal form, the company will be able to continue its 

targeted growth and the successfully established corporate governance 

structure in its dualistic management system (Supervisory Board and Board of 

Management). The conversion will take effect with the entry in the commercial 

register, which is scheduled for the second half of the year. 

The actions of the Board of Management members were ratified by 99.8 

percent of the voting capital in attendance and those of the Supervisory Board 

members by 96.37 percent. The General Shareholders’ Meeting also approved 

the proposal to pay out a dividend of €1.25 per share. 

 

About Doreen Nowotne 

Doreen Nowotne is a member of the Brenntag AG Supervisory Board and Audit 

Committee since 2010. She worked a total of 13 years in the private equity 

business - at UBS Capital and most recently as a partner at BC Partners. 

Before she became self-employed as a management consultant in 2015, she 

was a member of the management and consultant to the shareholders of VAT 

Vakuumventile AG in Switzerland. The business graduate began her 

professional career in 1996 with Arthur Andersen in the auditing department. 
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About Brenntag: 

Brenntag is the global market leader in chemical and ingredients distribution. 

We connect our suppliers and customers in value-adding partnerships. Our 

almost 17,500 employees provide tailor-made application, marketing and supply 

chain solutions. Technical and formulation support, market, industry and 

regulatory expertise as well as advanced digital tools are just some examples of 

our services that are aiming to create an excellent customer experience.  

Our full-line portfolio comprises specialty and industrial chemicals and 

ingredients of a world-class supplier base. Building on its long-standing 

experience, unmatched global reach and local excellence, Brenntag works 

closely alongside its partners to make their business more successful. We are 

committed to contribute towards greater sustainability in our own business and 

the industries we serve, and to achieve sustainable profitable growth. 

Headquartered in Essen (Germany) and with regional headquarters in 

Philadelphia, Houston and Singapore, Brenntag operates a unique global 

network with more than 640 locations in 77 countries. The company generated 

sales of EUR 12.8 billion (USD 14.4 billion) in 2019. Brenntag shares are traded 

at the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (BNR). 
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